called the bill a "witch hunt" and "pleaded vigorously and eloquently" against the proposal before it was voted in. 6 In the early years of the Cold War, the Toronto School Board was fraught with contention, particularly during the elections for new trustees. In 1948, candidate Harold Menzies urged voters to "keep communism out of our schools." 7 His platform was based on the goal of protecting children's future from the danger of communism, and he called himself the "only candidate not a communist" in his campaign blotter. 8 Menzies, historian Ryerson vocally opposed Menzies' motion to make communist gatherings on school property illegal, naming people's "fear and cowardice" towards communism and their use of "methods of suppression" towards ideas they opposed, while the other opposition to Menzies' campaign pointed to the lack of evidence that Communists posed a threat toward Toronto's schools. 12 Seemingly, Ryerson had significant influence on the press's initial reaction to Menzies' motions, which was mostly negative, arguing that the idea flouted 6 
